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AUGUST 2022 - END OF SUMMER READ 
 
HOW THE WORLD REALLY WORKS 
The Science Behind How We Got Here and Where We’re Going 
Vaclav Smil 
 
What makes the modern world work? The answer to this deceptively simple 
question lies in four “grand transitions” of civilization – in populations, 
agriculture, energy, and economics – which have transformed the way we 
live. 
 
We have never had so much information at our fingertips and yet most of us 
don’t know how the world really works. This book explains seven of the most 
fundamental realities governing our survival and prosperity. From energy 
and food production, through our material world and its globalization, to 
risks, our environment and its future, How the World Really Works offers a 
much-needed reality check – because before we can tackle problems 
effectively, we must understand the facts. 
 
Vaclav Smil does interdisciplinary research in the fields of energy, 
environmental and population change, food production, history of technical 
innovation, risk assessment, and public policy. He has published more than 
40 books and about 500 papers on these topics. He is a Distinguished 
Professor Emeritus at the University of Manitoba, a Fellow of the Royal 
Society of Canada (Science Academy), and a Member of the Order of 
Canada. 
 
 
SEPTEMBER 27, 2022 
THE RIGHT PATH 
How Conservatives Can Unite, Inspire and Take Canada Forward 
Tasha Kheiriddin 
 
From the Publisher’s Description: 
As Canadian Conservatives prepare to choose a new leader, their party - and 
conservatism itself - stands at a crossroads.  A political movement inspired 
by the 18th-century overthrow of French kings struggles to integrate its 



basic principles in a world of AI, the gig economy, social media, and 
declining democracy.  This challenge is compounded by age-old regional, 
economic, and cultural divides for Canadian Conservatives 
 
Brian Mulroney’s Progressive Conservative “grand coalition” of Quebec and 
the western provinces has long collapsed.  Instead in the minds of many 
voters, the party has become associated with anti-immigration, anti-
vaccination and anti-urban angst. So which path will the Tories take? Will 
members heed the siren song of populism and transform their party into a 
northern offshoot of the American right? Or will they choose to build a big 
tent party that eschews dog whistles and division in favour of unity and 
growth? 
 
A provocative new book by conservative author Tasha Kheiriddin examines 
how the Conservative party got here, where it is now, and how it can move 
forward to retake the government. 
 
Tasha Kheiriddin is a public relations consultant, political commentator writer 
and speaker based in Toronto. She is principal with Navigator Ltd., a lecturer 
at the Max Bell School of Public Policy at McGill University and a national 
political columnist with Postmedia.  She is a member of the Conservative 
party of Canada, serving as National Youth President and working for both 
federal and provincial cabinet ministers. 
 
 
OCTOBER 25, 2022 
THE FREEDOM CONVOY 
The Inside Story of Three Weeks that Shook the World 
By Andrew Lawton 
 
From the Publisher’s description: 
In January 2022, a small group of Canadian truckers fed up with nearly two 
years of Covid restrictions and a new vaccine mandate for cross-border 
essential workers decided to take their frustrations directly to the nation’s 
capital.  The Freedom Convoy quickly took on a life of its own as hundreds of 
trucks and thousands of protestors made the journey to Parliament Hill.  For 
the next three weeks, the trucker convoy led a protest unlike any other, 
complete with bouncy castles, pig roasts, and late-night dance parties.  But 
to the media and government, it was a hate-filled insurrection requiring the 
unprecedented invocation of the federal Emergencies Act.  In this timely and 
provocative book, Andrew Lawton combines his own on-the-ground reporting 
and countless hours of interviews with the Freedom Convoy’s organizers and 
volunteers to tell the whole story of the convoy. 
 



 
NOVEMBER 29, 2023 
PUTIN 
Philip Short 
 
From the Harvard Bookstore: 
Vladimir Putin is the world’s most dangerous man. Alone among world 
leaders, he has the power to reduce the United States and Europe to ashes 
in a nuclear firestorm and has threatened to do so. He invades his 
neighbors, most recently Ukraine, meddles in western elections, and orders 
assassinations inside and outside Russia. His regime is autocratic and deeply 
corrupt. But that is only half the story. 
 
Unflinching, hard-hitting, and objective, Philip Short’s biography gives us the 
whole tale, up to the present day. To the fullest extent anyone has yet been 
able, Short cracks open the strongman’s thick carapace to reveal the man 
underneath those bare-chested horseback rides. In this deeply researched 
account, readers meet the Putin who slept in the same room as his parents 
until he was twenty-five years old, who backed out of his wedding right 
beforehand, and who learned English in order to be able to talk to George W. 
Bush. 
 
Vladimir Putin is wreaking havoc in Europe, threatening global peace and 
stability and exposing his fellow citizens to devastating economic 
countermeasures. Yet puzzlingly many Russians continue to support him. 
This book is essential reading for anyone who wants to understand the many 
facets of the man behind the mask that Putin wears on the world stage. 
 
Drawing on almost two hundred interviews conducted over eight years in 
Russia, the United States, and Europe and on source material in more than a 
dozen languages, “Putin” will be the last word for years to come. 
 
 
JANUARY 24, 2023 
THE UNBROKEN MACHINE 
Canada’s Democracy in Action 
Dale Smith 
 
From the Publisher’s Description: 
Everybody thinks that it’s the system that’s broken in politics; but what if it’s 
not the system that’s broken but rather our understanding of it? What if 
everyone’s proposals to make the system “more democratic” only wind up 
making things worse, and weaken our systems of accountability so much as 



to make them meaningless.  What if it’s our own ignorance that is killing 
democracy in this country? 
 
Dale Smith looks at the critical gaps in civic literacy that have become 
endemic within Canadian political culture, wading through buzzwords and 
meaningless proposals to suggest real solutions.  “The Unbroken Machine” 
seeks to explore our lack of civic literacy and show how our system of 
democracy should work - if only we were to engage with it the way it was 
meant to be. 
 
 
FEBRUARY 28, 2023 
HOW PROPAGANDA WORKS 
How propaganda undermines democracy and why we need to pay 
attention 
Jason Stanley 
 
From the Publisher’s description: 
Our democracy today is fraught with political campaigns, lobbyists, liberal 
media, and Fox News commentators, all using language to influence the way 
we think and reason about public issues. Even so, many of us believe that 
propaganda and manipulation aren't problems for us―not in the way they 
were for the totalitarian societies of the mid-twentieth century. In How 
Propaganda Works, Jason Stanley demonstrates that more attention needs 
to be paid. He examines how propaganda operates subtly, how it 
undermines democracy―particularly the ideals of democratic deliberation 
and equality―and how it has damaged democracies of the past. 
 
Focusing on the shortcomings of liberal democratic states, Stanley provides 
a historically grounded introduction to democratic political theory as a 
window into the misuse of democratic vocabulary for propaganda's selfish 
purposes. He lays out historical examples, such as the restructuring of the 
US public school system at the turn of the twentieth century, to explore how 
the language of democracy is sometimes used to mask an undemocratic 
reality. Drawing from a range of sources, including feminist theory, critical 
race theory, epistemology, formal semantics, educational theory, and social 
and cognitive psychology, he explains how the manipulative and hypocritical 
declaration of flawed beliefs and ideologies arises from and perpetuates 
inequalities in society, such as the racial injustices that commonly occur in 
the United States. 
 
How Propaganda Works shows that an understanding of propaganda and its 
mechanisms is essential for the preservation and protection of liberal 
democracies everywhere. 



 
 
MARCH 28, 2023 
The Next Great Migration: The Beauty and Terror of Life on the Move 
Sonia Shah 
 
From the Publisher’s description: 
A prize-winning journalist upends our centuries-long assumptions about 
migration through science, history, and reporting--predicting its lifesaving 
power in the face of climate change. 
 
The news today is full of stories of dislocated people on the move. Wild 
species, too, are escaping warming seas and desiccated lands, creeping, 
swimming, and flying in a mass exodus from their past habitats. News media 
presents this scrambling of the planet's migration patterns as 
unprecedented, provoking fears of the spread of disease and conflict and 
waves of anxiety across the Western world. On both sides of the Atlantic, 
experts issue alarmed predictions of millions of invading aliens, unstoppable 
as an advancing tsunami, and countries respond by electing anti-
immigration leaders who slam closed borders that were historically porous. 
 
But the science and history of migration in animals, plants, and humans tell 
a different story. Far from being a disruptive behavior to be quelled at any 
cost, migration is an ancient and lifesaving response to environmental 
change, a biological imperative as necessary as breathing. Climate changes 
triggered the first human migrations out of Africa. Falling sea levels allowed 
our passage across the Bering Sea. Unhampered by barbed wire, migration 
allowed our ancestors to people the planet, catapulting us into the highest 
reaches of the Himalayan mountains and the most remote islands of the 
Pacific, creating and disseminating the biological, cultural, and social 
diversity that ecosystems and societies depend upon. In other words, 
migration is not the crisis--it is the solution. 
 
Conclusively tracking the history of misinformation from the 18th century 
through today's anti-immigration policies, The Next Great Migration makes 
the case for a future in which migration is not a source of fear, but of hope. 
 
 
 
APRIL 25 2023 
Inside the Local Campaign: Constituency Elections in Canada 
Alex Marland and Thierry Giasson 
 
From the Publisher’s description:  



A wide-ranging study of the latest trends in local Canadian electioneering. 
  
Inside the Local Campaign reveals how digital media is revitalizing 
constituency engagement in Canadian federal elections. Drawing on data 
from the 2021 federal campaign, contributors discuss the latest trends in 
regional campaigning across the country. They discuss the roles of 
supporters and ground-level workers in pushing campaigns forward as well 
as the increasingly important role of local data collection. Ultimately, Inside 
the Local Campaign offers a powerful argument for why local electioneering 
matters. 
 
 
MAY 23, 2023 
Wilful Blindness: How a Criminal Network of Narcos, Tycoons and 
CCP Agents Infiltrated the West 
Sam Cooper 
 
From the Publisher’s description:  
In 1982 three of the most powerful men in Asia met in Hong Kong. They 
would decide how Hong Kong would be handed over to the People’s Republic 
of China and how Chinese business tycoons Henry Fok and Li Ka-Shing 
would help Deng Xiaoping realize the Chinese Communist Party’s domestic 
and global ambitions. That meeting would not only change Vancouver but 
the world. Billions of dollars in Chinese investment would soon reach the 
shores of North America’s Pacific coast. B.C. government casinos became a 
tool for global criminals to import deadly narcotics into Canada and launder 
billions of drug cash into Vancouver real estate. And it didn't happen by 
accident. A cast of accomplices - governments hungry for revenue, casino, 
and real estate companies with ties to shady offshore wealth, professional 
facilitators including lawyers and bankers, an aimless RCMP that gave 
organized crime room to grow - all combined to cause this tragedy. There 
was greed, folly, corruption, conspiracy, and wilful blindness. 
 
Decades of bad policy allowed drug cartels, first and foremost the Big Circle 
Boys - powerful transnational narco-kingpins with ties to corrupt Chinese 
officials, real estate tycoons, and industrialists - to gain influence over 
significant portions of Canada’s economy. Many looked the other way while 
B.C.'s primary industry, real estate, ballooned with dirty cash.  
 
Wilful Blindness is a powerful narrative that follows the investigators who 
refused to go along with institutionalized negligence and corruption that 
enabled the Vancouver Model, with Cooper drawing on extensive interviews 
with the whistle-blowers; thousands of pages of government and court 



documents obtained through legal applications; and large caches of 
confidential material available exclusively to Cooper. 
 
 
June 27, 2023 
Beyond Rights: The Nisga’a Final Agreement and the Challenges of 
Modern Treaty Relationships 
Carole Blackburn 
  
From the Publisher’s description: 
After more than one hundred years of protest, petitions, litigation, and 
negotiation, the Canadian and British Columbian governments signed a 
treaty with the Nisga’a Nation in 2000, formally recognizing the 
unextinguished land rights of the Nisga’a people. The unprecedented 
agreement, providing both self-rule and a perpetual land title, marked a 
turning point in the relationship between First Nations and settler states 
across the globe. Using the Nisga’a Final Agreement as a case study, Beyond 
Rights explores the possibilities and limitations of treaty-making in the 
ongoing fight for Indigenous sovereignty and legal recognition throughout 
the world.  
 
 
 
SOME ALTERNATES TO CONSIDER: 
 
The New Climate War: The Fight to Take Back Our Planet 
Michael E. Mann 
 
From the Publisher’s description:  
A renowned climate scientist shows how fossil fuel companies have waged a 
thirty-year campaign to deflect blame and responsibility and delay action on 
climate change, and offers a battle plan for how we can save the planet.  
 
Recycle. Fly less. Eat less meat. These are some of the ways that we've been 
told can slow climate change. But the inordinate emphasis on individual 
behavior is the result of a marketing campaign that has succeeded in placing 
the responsibility for fixing climate change squarely on the shoulders of 
individuals. 
 
Fossil fuel companies have followed the example of other industries 
deflecting blame (think "guns don't kill people, people kill people") or 
greenwashing (think of the beverage industry's "Crying Indian" commercials 
of the 1970s). Meanwhile, they've blocked efforts to regulate or price carbon 



emissions, run PR campaigns aimed at discrediting viable alternatives, and 
have abdicated their responsibility in fixing the problem they've created. The 
result has been disastrous for our planet. 
 
In The New Climate War, Mann argues that all is not lost. He draws the 
battle lines between the people and the polluters-fossil fuel companies, 
right-wing plutocrats, and petro-states. And he outlines a plan for forcing 
our governments and corporations to wake up and make real change, 
including: 
• A common-sense, attainable approach to carbon pricing- and a revision of 

the well-intentioned but flawed currently proposed version of the Green 
New Deal; 

• Allowing renewable energy to compete fairly against fossil fuels 
• Debunking the false narratives and arguments that have worked their way 

into the climate debate and driven a wedge between even those who 
support climate change solutions 

• Combatting climate doomism and despair-mongering 
With immensely powerful vested interests aligned in defense of the fossil 
fuel status quo, the societal tipping point won't happen without the active 
participation of citizens everywhere aiding in the collective push forward. 
This book will reach, inform, and enable citizens everywhere to join this 
battle for our planet. 
 
 
The Environmentalist's Dilemma: Promise and Peril in an Age of 
Climate Crisis 
Arno Kopecky 
 
From the Publisher’s description:  
For readers of Ronald Wright, Rebecca Solnit, and Yuval Noah Harari, comes 
a compelling inquiry into our relationship with humanity's latest and greatest 
calamity In The Environmentalist's Dilemma, award-winning journalist Arno 
Kopecky zeroes in on the core predicament of our times: the planet may be 
dying, but humanity's doing better than ever. To acknowledge both sides of 
this paradox is to enter a realm of difficult decisions: Should we take down 
the government, or try to change it from the inside? Is it okay to compare 
climate change to Hitler? Is hope naive or indispensable? How do you tackle 
collective delusion? Should we still have kids? And can we take them to 
Disneyland? Inquisitive and relatable, Kopecky strikes a rare note of 
optimistic realism as he guides us through the moral minefields of our 
polarized world. From start to finish, The Environmentalist's Dilemma returns 
to the central question: How should we engage with the story of our times? 
 



 
THE END OF THE WORLD IS JUST BEGINNING 
By Peter Zeihan 
 
From the Publisher’s description:  
A New York Times Bestseller 
2019 was the last great year for the world economy. 
For generations, everything has been getting faster, better, and cheaper. 
Finally, we reached the point that almost anything you could ever want could 
be sent to your home within days - even hours - of when you decided you 
wanted it. 
 
America made that happen, but now America has lost interest in keeping it 
going. 
 
Globe-spanning supply chains are only possible with the protection of the 
U.S. Navy. The American dollar underpins internationalized energy and 
financial markets. Complex, innovative industries were created to satisfy 
American consumers. American security policy forced warring nations to lay 
down their arms. Billions of people have been fed and educated as the 
American-led trade system spread across the globe. 
 
All of this was artificial. All this was temporary. All this is ending. 
In The End of the World is Just the Beginning, author and geopolitical 
strategist Peter Zeihan maps out the next world: a world where countries or 
regions will have no choice but to make their own goods, grow their own 
food, secure their own energy, fight their own battles, and do it all with 
populations that are both shrinking and aging. 
 
The list of countries that make it all work is smaller than you think. Which 
means everything about our interconnected world - from how we 
manufacture products, to how we grow food, to how we keep the lights on, 
to how we shuttle stuff about, to how we pay for it all - is about to change. 
In customary Zeihan fashion, rather than yelling fire in the geoeconomic 
theatre, he narrates the accumulation of matchsticks, gasoline, and 
dynamite in the hands of the oblivious audience, suggesting we might want 
to call the fire department. 
 
A world ending. A world beginning. Zeihan brings readers along for 
an illuminating (and a bit terrifying) ride packed with foresight, wit, and his 
trademark irreverence. 
 
 
WINNERS TAKE ALL 



The Elite Charade of Changing the World 
By Anand Giridharadas 
 
From the Publisher’s description:  
New York Times Bestseller  
The groundbreaking investigation of how the global elite’s efforts to “change 
the world” preserve the status quo and obscure their role in causing the 
problems they later seek to solve. An essential read for understanding some 
of the egregious abuses of power that dominate today’s news. 
 
“Impassioned…. Entertaining reading.” —The Washington Post 
 
Anand Giridharadas takes us into the inner sanctums of a new gilded age, 
where the rich and powerful fight for equality and justice any way they can—
except ways that threaten the social order and their position atop it. They 
rebrand themselves as saviors of the poor; they lavishly reward “thought 
leaders” who redefine “change” in ways that preserve the status quo; and 
they constantly seek to do more good, but never less harm.   
    
Giridharadas asks hard questions: Why, for example, should our gravest 
problems be solved by the unelected upper crust instead of the public 
institutions it erodes by lobbying and dodging taxes? His groundbreaking 
investigation has already forced a great, sorely needed reckoning among the 
world’s wealthiest and those they hover above, and it points toward an 
answer: Rather than rely on scraps from the winners, we must take on the 
grueling democratic work of building more robust, egalitarian institutions 
and truly changing the world—a call to action for elites and everyday citizens 
alike. 


